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Performers
Formed in 2007, Azimuth String Quartet brings a wealth of
experience into all of its repertoire, breathing freshness into timeless
classics and challenging audiences with new music. Having
performed extensively throughout the state of Maryland, the quartet
has also performed in Denver, Boston, and New York City. Former
ensemble in residence at the Carroll Community College, Azimuth is
committed to being accessible as artists and teachers to its
community, and strives to create moving performances by
highlighting the human spirit.
Canadian-born violinist, Nicholas Currie, is the Associate
Concertmaster of the Annapolis Symphony and Principle Second of
the Maryland Lyric Opera Orchestra. Mr. Currie is a graduate of the
Peabody Conservatory of Music in Baltimore, where he studied with
the late Berl Senofsky. Nicholas also studied under the late Bernard
Eichen, member of the Beaux Arts Quartet, at Illinois State University.
Nicholas has performed as a soloist with Concert Artists of
Baltimore, the Mid-Atlantic Symphony, and the Londontown
Symphony. His chamber music experiences include performances
with the former Mariner String Quartet, the Cueto Quartet, the Melos
Ensemble with Clarinetist Gervaise de Payer and the Principles of
Concert Artists Quartet. When Nicholas is not performing, he is often
teaching as an Adjunct Lecturer at McDaniel College, University of
Maryland Baltimore County and as a private instructor from his
home. He enjoys spending time with his wife and three children and
painting in his spare time.

James Tung, violinist, has performed as a soloist with the Frederick
Symphony Orchestra and held recitals at Mount St. Mary’s University,
Shippensburg University and Frederick Community College. A
founding member of the Azimuth String Quartet, he is also a frequent
collaborative artist with the faculty at McDaniel College, Gettysburg
College, and at Mount St. Mary’s University. Asst. Concertmaster of
the York Symphony, James was also the former Concertmaster of
the Frederick Symphony Orchestra, and has performed with the
Annapolis Symphony, Maryland Symphony and Gettysburg Chamber
Orchestra. He attended the Eastman School of Music in Rochester,
NY where he received a Bachelor's Degree in Violin Performance. He
is on faculty at Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, MD and
the music director at Urbana School for Strings. During his spare
time, James enjoys cooking for his family and dog.
Alice Tung, violist, is a member of the Maryland Symphony and the
Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra. A founding member of the Azimuth
String Quartet, she is also a frequent collaborative artist with the
faculty at McDaniel College, Mount St. Mary’s University and
Frederick Community College. Former Principal Violist and Soloist at
the Frederick Symphony Orchestra, Alice also performs in orchestras
throughout the northeast region including Virginia's Alexandria
Symphony, Fairfax Symphony and Virginia Chamber Orchestra. She
received her Bachelor of Music in Viola Performance from the
Eastman School of Music and her Master of Music in Viola
Performance from the Peabody Conservatory. She is on faculty at
McDaniel College in Westminster, MD and co-music director of the
Urbana School for Strings. During her spare time, Alice enjoys
tending to her garden and caring for her daughter Cecilia.
Cellist Adam Gonzalez, is a member of the Trio Giocoso and has
performed extensively with groups throughout Maryland and Virginia.

He is a graduate of Wheaton College (IL) and has an M.A. in cello
performance from Boston University (MA). His commercial recording
work has included music for the History Channel and National
Geographic. Adam has taught at Georgetown University (DC) and
Montgomery College (MD), was Director of Instrumental Music at the
Waldorf School in Baltimore, and he currently teaches Music History
at Frederick Community College. When not on stage, Adam can be
found on board his 29-foot sailboat , Mystique.

Program
The Golden Deer [2020]
Ian Rashkin
Program Note

The Golden Deer: A prince and princess, banished from their kingdom
through trickery wrought by the prince's stepmother (of course!),
relax in their peaceful wooded dwelling; meanwhile an evil demon
king plots a deception. Suddenly in the woods our protagonists spot
a golden, jewel-covered deer, cavorting in seeming ignorance of their
presence. As princes and princesses will, they desire to capture it,
and the prince rushes into the woods to hunt it down. As the deer
leads him farther into the woods, the demon king approaches the
princess and begins a hunt of his own. When the prince has been
lured far enough into the forest, the illusion of the golden deer is
shattered, as the creature resumes its form as another demon and
makes its escape; with the princess left to defend herself alone, the
demon king gives only a short chase before capturing her and
fleeing.
Composer

A graduate of the University of Washington School of Music, Seattle,
Ian Rashkin studied double bass with Barry Lieberman and
composition with Kenneth Benshoof, and has had his music
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performed by Degenerate Art Ensemble, Seattle EXperimental Opera,
Seattle Repertory Theater, New City Theater, Thomasa Eckert,
Synnara Records, Patagonia Winds, George Mason Percussion, and
many more. A recent transplant from Baltimore to Los Angeles, Ian
serves as Treasurer on the board of the Baltimore Jazz Alliance, and
as Secretary of the board of the Baltimore Composers Forum.

Three Pieces for String Quartet [1980]
Janice Macaulay

the Creative Arts and from the National Women’s Music Resource
Center. Her music has been performed at the Charles Ives Center for
American Music and at colleges and universities across the country.
Dr. Macaulay was Associate Professor and Music Department
Coordinator at Anne Arundel Community College. She has also
taught at UMBC, Wells College, Brown University, Cornell University,
and St. John’s College. For two decades she lectured on a wide
variety of musical topics for the Road Scholar/Elderhostel program at
the Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins University.
JaniceMacaulayMusic.com

The True Believer [2020]
George F. Spicka

Program Note

Much of my music is programmatic, but Three Pieces for String
Quartet were not suggested by any specific images. I wanted to
incorporate the many special playing techniques that have become
standard for string instruments, and I wanted each piece to be quite
distinct in mood. I've always thought that watching string quartets is
as exciting as listening to them. The outer movements toss short
musical motives among the players, but the inner movement has
longer, more lyrical lines. Three Pieces for String Quartet was
awarded the Best of Category Prize for Chamber Music in the 1983
International Delius Competition at Jacksonville University and has
been recorded by the Altius Quartet on Navona Records (NV6239).
Composer

Janice Macaulay received her doctor of musical arts degree in
composition from Cornell University, and a bachelor’s in English and
two master’s degrees in English and music from Brown University.
Awards have included the 2018 Alex Shapiro Prize from the
International Alliance of Women in Music, Best of Category Prizes for
Chamber Music and for Vocal Music in the Delius Competition,
several Honorable Mentions from the IAWM, multiple grants from
Meet The Composer, as well as grants from the Cornell Council on

Program Note

The True Believer: (Thoughts On The Nature Of Mass Movements) is
based on the 1951 social psychology book by Eric Hoffer, that
discusses the psychological causes of fanaticism. “Hoffer analyzes
and attempts to explain the motives of the various types of
personalities that give rise to mass movements; why and how mass
movements start, progress and end; and the similarities between
them, whether religious, political, radical or reactionary. He argues
that even when their stated goals or values differ, mass movements
are interchangeable. Thus, religious, nationalist and social
movements, whether radical or reactionary, tend to attract the same
type of followers, behave in the same way and use the same tactics
and rhetorical tools. As examples, he often refers to Communism,
Fascism, National Socialism, Christianity, Protestantism, and Islam.”
(Wikipedia) With five separate sections, my composition realizes the
diverse, biased, and erratic mindsets that these types of followers
possess.
Composer

George F. Spicka has composed over 650 works. Though ranging
from experimental to popular, educational to religious, his main focus
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has been New Jazz and Modern Chamber Music. He’s been awarded
grants from the Maryland State Arts Council, played at their first
Performing Arts Summit, and is on their Touring Artists Roster.
Besides performing at Baltimore Composers Forum, and Composers
Society of Montgomery County events, his ensemble Baltimore Jazz
Works has performed on Artscape’s MainStage, and at Favely Hall where he was also featured as a soloist. The group was also featured
at Light City Baltimore’s Amphitheater, and has performed five times
for the FreeFall Baltimore Festival. He’s been featured twice on
Maryland Public Televisions Artworks This Week, and has performed
at the Kennedy Center.

MacPherson’s Lament [2017]
Garth Baxter

honors. His music has been the topic of Doctoral and Master’s
Theses. There have been three albums of his music released to high
praise by PARMA Records and Centaur Records. A new recording of
recent music from Mr. Baxter from PARMA Recordings will be
released near the end of 2022. Baxter’s works are published by
ALRY Publications, Columbia Music Company, Les Productions
D’OZ, Doberman-YPPan, Guitar Chamber Music Press, Mel Bay
Publications, North Star Music and Theodore Presser.
www.garthbaxter.org

For the Love of Bees: Honey Queen and Sting [2020]
Anna Rubin
Program Note

Program Note

MacPherson’s Lament is based upon the fiddle tune written by James
MacPherson (1675-1700) on the eve of his hanging.
Composer

Composer Garth Baxter is noted for his modern traditionalist style of
writing. This is a style that combines the traditions of form and clear
melodic writing with the use of contemporary approaches to
harmonies and other elements. Baxter was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, in 1946, and moved to California when he was nine
years old. He earned music degrees from Pepperdine University and
California State University at Northridge. He studied composition with
Robert Hall Lewis, Joseph Wagner, and William Thornton. In addition
to writing music Baxter currently teaches and mentors emerging
composers. Baxter’s compositions for chorus, orchestra, symphonic
band, piano, organ, flute, voice, and guitar, as well as other
instrumental combinations, have been performed throughout the
world. His music has been featured on radio and on-line programs
worldwide. He has received numerous awards, commissions, and

For the Love of Bees: Honey Queen and Sting is adapted from the
eponymous piano suite from 2018, based on my research into the
cultural and biological wonders of the honeybee. Honey Queen
begins with rich slow chords which gradually become more
rhythmically active. Sting is a faster and more technically challenging
movement based on harmonic 4ths and 7ths. Pizzicato, or plucked,
strings contrast with bowed and even strummed passages.
Composer

Anna Rubin has composed for a variety of musical genres including
chamber, choral, wind and orchestral ensembles as well as electronic
music for stage, video and dance. In 2019, she was in residence at
the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts. Recent performances
include her commissioned works for the Washington International
Chorusand the Piano on the Rocks International Festival (POTRIF);
other works were heard at the NY Computer Music Festival and
various cities in Spain and Italy where pianist Margaret Lucia toured
her work For the Love of Bees. Pianist Sandrine Erdely-Sayo recently
performed that work in Philadelphia and at the University of the
Andes in Bogotá. Upcoming performances will occur in Baltimore,
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Houston and Sedona where her commissioned work for POTRIF
2020 will premiere. Her work has been performed internationally and
she is the recipient of awards from the NY Foundations for the Arts,
the National Orchestral Foundation and the New York, Ohio and
Maryland State Arts Councils. She has also received commissions
from New American Radio, New England Foundation for the Arts,
WNYC Radio, the Northern Ohio Youth Orchestra, the California EAR
Unit. Her works are recorded on the Innova, Sony and SEAMUS
labels.

Blue Ride [2018]
Ray Fields
Composer

Ray Fields has composed music for orchestra, chamber ensembles,
choir, the stage, and film. His works have premiered at Imani Winds
Chamber Music Festivals, DC New Music Conferences, MilkBoy
ArtHouse, the University of Illinois, Prince George’s Community
College, the University of Maryland, and the Children’s Discovery
Museum in Acton, Massachusetts. His liturgical works have been
included in synagogue worship services in Kensington, Maryland and
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He has studied with Thomas DeLio, Robert
Gibson, Mark Edwards Wilson, and Christopher Pavlakis.

Upcoming Performances

Micro Brewed: Response to a...
June 4, 2022, 8:15pm

http://baltimorecomposersforum.com/concerts/response-t
o-a
Featuring George Mason Percussion, Parkway Brass, Ian
Rashkin, contrabass, Ariyo Shahry, French horn, and works of
Jin-Hwa Choi, David Fetter, Josh Levin, Ian Rashkin, Anna Rubin
and Ariyo Shahry.

BCF Mail List Sign-Up

Media

Web site: baltimorecomposersforum.com
Email: info@baltimorecomposersforum.com
facebook.com/baltimorecomposersforum
twitter.com/baltocomposers
soundcloud.com/baltimorecomposersforum
YouTube: Baltimore Composers Forum
Store: https://www.cafepress.com/baltimorecomposers
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This event is supported in part by the Maryland State Arts
Council (msac.org)

and the Baltimore County Commission on Arts and Sciences
(baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/commartssciences/)

the National Endowment for the Arts (arts.gov).

Officers and Board Members
Ljiljana Becker, President & Assistant Treasurer
Gavin Brown, Vice President & Treasurer
Ian Rashkin, Secretary
Ariyo Shahry, Board Member

The Baltimore Composers Forum is a 501(c)[3] nonprofit organization;
all financial contributions are tax deductible.
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