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Blue Hour Sword Moon [2011]
Candice Mowbray, guitar

Presents
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Amit Kumar

Micro-Brewed: I Want to Be Left Alone
Performer
March 5, 2022 at 8:15 pm
www.baltimorecomposersforum.com/concerts/i-want-to-be-left-alone

Regarded for her beautiful tone and lyricism, classical guitarist
Candice Mowbray shares the expressive and communicative
qualities of her playing through Impressionistic, contemporary and
classic works. Appearing as a soloist, chamber musician and
guest lecturer, she has been a featured artist for festivals and
concerts series in Philadelphia, Toronto, Washington DC, Baltimore
and Los Angeles. She earned the Doctorate of Musical Arts in
classical guitar performance from Shenandoah Conservatory and
her recent CD, Reverie, has been featured on BBC Radio 3 and
Classical Guitar Magazine.

Program Note

This virtual concert will remain on our website so it can be viewed anytime after it
premieres.
.

This piece reflects the scene of an early morning, during the blue
hour, about 30 minutes before sunrise, when there is some light on
the horizon but the sun doesn’t show. It’s quiet but not silent. The
morning birds are waking. The early shifts are leaving for work and
the night shifts are arriving to rest. The squirrels will be rustling but
not yet. The moon is almost empty and looks like a medieval
curved sword. The mood is equal parts peaceful, hopeful, and sad.

Composer

Amit Kumar (b. 1984) has a master’s degree in clinical social
work. He works as a psychotherapist in White Marsh, Maryland.
Two of his compositions were featured in the 2012 documentary

film Hardwater. He studies classical guitar and composition with
Garth Baxter. He has been a member of the Baltimore Composers
Forum since 2016.

C. D. D. in memoriam for Solo Viola [2013, rev.2021]
Kimia Hesabi, viola
Janice Macaulay

Performer
Dr. Kimia Hesabi is a violist and teaching artist based in the
Washington D.C. area. Ms. Hesabi is an active educator and
clinician, and is currently on the string faculty at the International
School of Music. Recent clinics include a workshop, masterclass
and performance at the American University, Katzen Art Center,
Towson University, and Lebanon Valley College. Hesabi has
researched and performed various works by composers of the
Iranian diaspora and has published an article for the Journal of the
American Viola Society based on her work. An album of works
including pieces she has commissioned and performed in recent
years will be published soon. Kimia is also a co-founder of LyreIran,
a collaborative focusing on promoting strings related performance
and education content. As a leadership team member of District
New Music Coalition, Ms. Hesabi works with DNMC to promote the
performance and appreciation of
contemporary music by
connecting performers, composers, institutions, and audiences
located in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area through
concerts, conferences, and active community building. Dr. Hesabi
is the recipient of the prestigious Thomas Fellowship from the
University of Tennessee and the Dean’s Fellowship for Academic
Excellence from the University of Maryland.

Program Note

C. D. D. in memoriam is dedicated to the memory of Charlotte Dodds
Dunham, a colleague and dear friend. The piece is not so much an
elegy as a celebration of her warm and witty personality and a
tribute to her life as a teacher, pianist, and violist. Her initials (C, D,
D) supply the opening motto of the piece, which also features a
motive on CHArlotte (C, B, A). The C, B, A motive combines with that
of Bach (B-flat, A, C, H). The piece closes with a quotation from
Schubert’s op. 90, no. 3 as a gentle coda.

Composer

Janice Macaulay has received awards from the International
Alliance of Women in Music, the International Delius Competition,
Meet The Composer, and the National Women’s Music Resource
Center. Dr. Macaulay taught at UMBC, AACC, Wells College,
Brown University, Cornell University, Peabody Conservatory, and St.
John’s College. For more information visit
JaniceMacaulayMusic.com.

Red Shift [2022]
Video
George F. Spicka

Program Note
Red Shift is dedicated to the December 25, 2021 launch of the
James Webb Space Telescope. The latest in a long series of
projects that began with the “X-Plane” series in 1948, the Webb
Telescope will use infra-red technology to peer into the origins of
the universe. The composition is a sound platform consisting of
orchestral percussion, strings, woodwinds and brass, along with a
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series of sounds obtained from the BBC Sound Library. Video was
obtained at Givemefreeart.

Composer

George F. Spicka has composed 680 works. Genres include New
Jazz and Modern Chamber Music, Electro-Acoustic and
Experimental, and another styles. Past performances as a soloist
and with his ensemble include Artscape, Light City Baltimore, and
Free Fall Baltimore festivals, Oregon Ridge Park, MPT’s “Artworks
This Week,” and the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.

Things a Viola Can Do [2019]
Kimia Hesabi, viola
Harriet Katz

Performer

See page 1.

Program Note

And of course play trills.
Go to the opera
And play offbeats forever.
Whew.
Visit folk.
Go for b’roque.
Feel sad.
Gather pluck.
Feel glad!
Soar like a lark
Play in the park
Glide
Down slide
(violist puts viola and bow behind her back, then says:)
And hide.

Composer

Harriet Katz www.harrietkatzmusic.com (b. 1944) grew up in New
York, switching from piano to cello at 9. She spent most of her life
in Los Angeles. She started playing music professionally in the
'90s, founding Ladies Choice String Quartet, which performed at
more than 1800 events over the years. She started composing in
2006, in the wake of the death of her husband Joel Bishop O’Brien.
Her opera RUTH AND NAOMI was performed in 2011. In 2012 she
moved to Pikesville.

First came the title (who knows from where?), and right away my
imagination anthropomorphized a viola. Not literally, of course. The
violist alternates between reading the text and playing the music
that goes with it. Some of the music is referential (bits from Caro
Norma, Michael Row Your Boat Ashore, Parsley Sage Rosemary and
Thyme, The Lark Ascending). The rest is mine. Here’s the text:
Go for a stroll
on rolling hills.
Skip and jump
Skip and jump and run!

Frozen in That Fatal Climb [2014]
Daniel D'Addio, trumpet and electronic media
Keith Kramer

Performer

Daniel D'Addio, DMA, is Music Director of the Connecticut Youth
Symphony, the Classic Brass Band, the Capitol Symphonic Winds,
and Artistic Director of the Hartford Independent Chamber
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Orchestra. D'Addio served as Music Director of the Greater
Hartford Youth Wind Ensemble, as Conductor of the Hartford Pops
Band, and as Music Director of both the University of Bridgeport
Civic Wind Ensemble and Civic Orchestra. He has guest conducted
the Hartford Symphony Orchestra, Hartford Opera Theater, the
Connecticut Valley Chamber Orchestra, as well as numerous
middle school and high school music festivals throughout the
Northeast United States. Also, he has served as conductor of both
the band and orchestra at Laurel Music Camp and as Band
Director at New England Music Camp. In addition to his
conducting activities, D'Addio remains active as a trumpet soloist
and chamber musician. D'Addio holds a Doctor of Musical Arts
degree from the University of Michigan, a Master of Music degree
from Ohio State University, and the Bachelor of Music degree from
the University of Hartford's The Hartt School. He has also studied
at the Hochschule für Musik und Darstellende Kunst in Graz and
Vienna, Austria, and the Scola Cantorum in Basel, Switzerland, as a
Fulbright Scholar. D'Addio currently serves as Professor of Music
at Central Connecticut State University. Daniel D'Addio is a
Yamaha Performing Artist and a Wedge Mouthpiece Endorsing
Artist.

Program Note
Frozen in that Fatal Climb, for trumpet and electronics, makes use
of the numeric sequence 062167 that is heard in many
permutations, including the pitch content of the melodic lines and
the overtone structures of the electronic sounds. The work was
composed for trumpeter Daniel D'Addio and is dedicated to Dr. Li
Chen Kramer.

Composer

Keith Allan Kramer’s compositions are performed frequently
throughout the U.S. as well as internationally. His music has been
performed and recorded by the Slovak National Symphony
Orchestra, the Moravian Philharmonic Orchestra, David Taylor,
Leonard Garrison, Anna D’Errico, Martin Jones and many others.

Among his album releases include critically acclaimed Causal
Dualism and Emerge. Keith’s work Suspension of Disbelief for piano
trio enjoyed its New York City première at Carnegie Hall in 2019.
www.keithkramer.org

John Dory [2016]
Kimia Hesabi, viola
Ljiljana Jovanović

Performer

See page 1.

Program Note
Greetings from the Black Sea!
John Dory was originally intended as a sequel to my work “A Rare
Fish” but somehow it took on a life of its own, and it turned out to
be a full-bodied New Music Theatre project.
Sincerely Yours,
Lj
P.S. John Dory or St. Peter’s Fish is an odd-looking creature whose
name is of uncertain origin. It was the subject of a folk song from
the 1600s, but there was never any evidence of a link between this
song and the fish. Another theory is that the John part of the name
derives from the French word jaune ['yellow'] and Dory may be a
jocular variation of dorée ['gilded']. An ancient legend says that St.
Peter picked this fish up from the Sea of Galilee, but instead of
keeping it he returned it to the water leaving a thumbprint-like black
mark on its side.

Composer

Ljiljana Becker is a multilingual composer, sound designer and
Neues Musiktheater maker. Her multidisciplinary projects were
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included in the 2. Tonkünstlerfest Baden-Württemberg, Rheinisches
Musikfest, Documenta IX, MusikTriennale Köln, GEDOK Music
Series and Radio Belgrade’s Radionica Zvuka (Sound Factory). In
2019 Ljiljana's project The Suitcase/Der Koffer toured Maryland
and Washington, D.C. with the performances at RAP Stage, An die
Musik, Towson and Howard Universities and Georgetown Day
School, and she is planning to take it to its European tour soon.
Ljiljana writes primarily under the professional name Jovanović.
www.jovanovicljiljana.weebly.com

Announcements
New releases from Chen Li Music!

As Before: The Solo Percussion Music of David Macbride performed
by Joseph Van Hassel is a wonderful survey of David Macbride's
percussion music. As quoted by Alex Ross of the New York Times,
"Macbride achieves a remarkable balance of technical rigor and free
spirited invention" while acknowledging that Macbride contributes "a
distinctive voice in American music."

At Seventy: The Percussion Music of Stuart Saunders Smith
A six disc retrospective disc set, is a comprehensive look at the vast
percussion repertoire composed by Stuart Saunders Smith. "This
beautifully produced, annotated, and recorded set challenges,
pacifies, and excites in equal measure. A major release." - Colin
Clarke, Fanfare, March/April, 2021.
www.chenlimusic.com
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Upcoming Performances

Media

Web site: baltimorecomposersforum.com

String Theory 2022
May 7, 2022, 8:15pm

http://baltimorecomposersforum.com/concerts/string-the
ory-2022
Featuring Azimuth String Quartet, and works of Garth Baxter,
Ray Fields, Janice Macaulay, Ian Rashkin, Anna Rubin, and
George F. Spicka.

Micro Brewed: Response to a...
June 4, 2022, 8:15pm

http://baltimorecomposersforum.com/concerts/response-t
o-a
Featuring George Mason Percussion, Parkway Brass, Ian
Rashkin, contrabass, Ariyo Shahry, French horn, and works of
Jin-Hwa Choi, David Fetter, Josh Levin, Ian Rashkin, Anna Rubin
and Ariyo Shahry.

BCF Mail List Sign-Up

Email: info@baltimorecomposersforum.com
facebook.com/baltimorecomposersforum
twitter.com/baltocomposers
soundcloud.com/baltimorecomposersforum
YouTube: Baltimore Composers Forum
Store: https://www.cafepress.com/baltimorecomposers

Officers and Board Members
Ljiljana Becker, President & Assistant Treasurer
Gavin Brown, Vice President & Treasurer
Ian Rashkin, Secretary
Ariyo Shahry, Board Member

The Baltimore Composers Forum is a 501(c)[3] nonprofit organization;
all financial contributions are tax deductible.
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This event is supported in part by the Maryland State Arts Council
(msac.org)

and the Baltimore County Commission on Arts and Sciences
(baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/commartssciences/)

the National Endowment for the Arts (arts.gov)

Friends of the Micro-Brewed Virtual Mini Concert Series
Dragan Jovanović
Production Manager
Beogradska Industrija Piva
(Belgrade Brewery, Serbia)
bip.co.rs/bip-pivo
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