Program
Moss Green, Kissing the Earth [2021]
for fixed media
Image courtesy of Pexels-Pixabay
Anna Rubin

Presents

Micro-Brewed: Four Colors, Four Elements
September 4, 2021 at 8:15 pm
www.baltimorecomposersforum.com/concerts/four-colors-four-elements

Program Note

The Baroque flute is the source for many of the sounds used in this
piece with irregular harmonies which ‘rub’ together with gentle
dissonance. The flute sounds are at times reinforced with
synthesized tones.

Composer

Anna Rubin’s work has been heard on four continents. She
composes instrumental and computer-generated music. She is the
recipient of fellowships and grants from the New York Foundations
for the Arts, and the Ohio and Maryland State Arts Councils. She has
also received commissions from the New York Council on the Arts,
New American Radio, WNYC Radio, the Northern Ohio Youth
Orchestra, the California EAR Unit and such performers as Thomas
Buckner, F. Gerard Errante and Isabelle Ganz. New Music USA has
funded her recent work Their Own Voices: Stories of Migrant Women
which was commissioned by the Piano on the Rocks Festival. Her
work is recorded on the Neuma, Sony and SEAMUS labels. With
upcoming CDs will coming out on the Albany and Arabesque labels.

This virtual concert will remain on our website so it can be viewed anytime after it
premieres.

Chorale, Fanfare and Prayer [2021]
Parkway Brass Quintet
Janice Macaulay

.

Performers
Parkway Brass is a brass quintet based along the Washington D.C.
- Baltimore corridor. They perform throughout the Maryland/greater

D.C. metro area. Parkway Brass is currently the brass quintet in
residence at Christ Lutheran Church in Baltimore. As teachers
themselves, the group also values education and performs
educational outreach programs at schools. The quintet specializes
in new music, having premiered and performed a dozen new
compositions and arrangements in the last year.
Dr. Jacob Dalager is a trumpet player, composer, and educator on
faculty at The Catholic University of America, Frostburg State
University, Frederick Community College, and the International
School of Music. He made his U.S. concerto debut in 2016 with
the Austin Symphony Orchestra and returned in 2019 with his
original composition, *3ɟutures for trumpet and orchestra*. Prior to
that, he soloed with the Jesselton Philharmonic (Malaysia), Te
Deum Chamber Orchestra (Singapore), St. Olaf Band, and
Orchestra. He is principal trumpet of the Washington Chamber
Orchestra and has been a guest performer with the National
Philharmonic, Rochester Philharmonic, Singapore Symphony, and
Malaysia Philharmonic Orchestras, among others. Dalager is the
principal trumpet of Parkway Brass and M-Street Brass Quintets. A
versatile crossover musician, Jacob is the lead trumpet player of
the Wammy-award-winning bands Black Masala (world fusion)
and Shamans of Sound (reggae).
Trumpet player Dr. Philippe Brunet has performed across North
America and Europe appearing as a soloist, chamber, and
orchestral musician. As an advocate for New Music, he has
collaborated with composers on over a dozen new works including
the premiere of Fanfares for The Apocalypse for Trumpet and
Chamber Ensemble by award winning composer and sound artist,
Ken Ueno. Philippe was a core member of the Miami City Ballet
orchestra for four seasons, and has performed with orchestras
across Florida including the Naples Philharmonic, the Southwest
Florida Orchestra, and the Boca Symphonia. He has performed
with the Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary Music in California,

been a Fellow at the Aspen Music Festival, the Dartington
International Music Festival in the UK, the Center for Advanced
Musical Studies at Chosen Vale in NH, as well as the Atlantic
Music festival in Maine. Philippe currently resides in Washington
DC where he freelances and teaches.
An Ohio native, Clinton Soisson attended the University of Akron to
study with Bill Hoyt and graduated in 2008 with a Bachelor of Music
degree in horn performance. He moved to Boca Raton, Florida to
enroll at the Lynn University Conservatory of Music and graduated
with a Master of Music degree in 2015. While in Florida, he played
with the West Palm Beach Opera, Boca Symphonia, and the Atlantic
Classical Orchestra, and studied with Greg Miller. He is currently
studying with Phil Munds at the University of Maryland working
towards a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in horn performance.
Amanda Holmes received her Bachelor of Music in Trombone
Performance from the Johns Hopkins Peabody Conservatory of
Music where she studied under James Olin, after spending her first
year studying under Steven Rawlins at the HARID Conservatory in
Florida. While at the Peabody Conservatory, Ms. Holmes performed
with the Peabody Concert Orchestra, the Peabody Jazz Ensemble,
and the Trombody Peabones. After graduating as a member of the
Johns Hopkins Golden Key Honor Society, she began her
continuing career as a freelance trombonist performing around the
Baltimore metro area, and started to build her private lesson studio.
Currently, Ms. Holmes teaches approximately thirty students a
week and enjoys performing regionally with various groups ranging
from classical to jazz.
A native of Howard County, Maryland, Sam Baronowsky is quickly
becoming known for his versatility and enthusiasm for performing
in a variety of ensembles and styles. While living in Illinois as a
student, Sam performed with the Credo Festival Orchestra and the
Northwest Chicago Symphony. Since returning to Maryland, he has
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regularly performed with the Parkway Brass and the Concert
Artists of Baltimore and is an active freelancer in the Baltimore
and Washington, D.C. area. Sam is very passionate about
developing the next generation of musicians. In addition to his
large private studio in Howard County, Sam frequently teaches
masterclasses and low brass clinics in schools throughout the
region. He has also been on the instructional staff for several area
marching bands at both the high school and collegiate level.

Program Note

In keeping with the theme of elements and colors, Chorale, Fanfare,
and Prayer represents the element of air and the color blue.I had
intended to write a new finale for an older brass quintet that would
be fast and dynamic (fire/red), but what materialized was a
completely different piece . The pungent melodies and harmonies
from the earlier quintet apparently had a life of their own, becoming
much more consonant and euphonious in this new piece. While
composing, a continuous “amen ” repeated itself in my mind,
floating upward into the ether in a spirit of calm and acceptance.

Composer

Ray Fields has composed music
for orchestra, chamber
ensembles, choir, the stage, and film. His works have premiered at
Imani Winds Chamber Music Festivals, DC New Music
Conferences, MilkBoy ArtHouse, the University of Illinois, Prince
George’s Community College, the University of Maryland, and the
Children’s Discovery Museum in Acton, Massachusetts. His
liturgical works have been included in worship services in
Kensington, Maryland and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. In addition to
composing music, he has written a book analyzing Morton
Feldman’s Piano and String Quartet. He has studied with Thomas
DeLio, Robert Gibson, Mark Edwards Wilson, and Christopher
Pavlakis.

The Ballad of Sir Orangefire [2019]
I.
Battle
II.
Respite
III.
Return
Parkway Brass Quintet
Gavin Brown

Composer

Janice Macaulay has received awards from the
International
Alliance of Women in Music, the International Delius Competition,
Meet The Composer, and the National Women’s Music Resource
Center. Dr. Macaulay taught at UMBC, AACC, Wells College,
Brown University, Cornell University, Peabody Conservatory, and St.
John’s College. For more information visit
JaniceMacaulayMusic.com.

Electronica Etudes 1 and 2 [2021]
for electronic media
Image courtesy of Sharon Fields (© 2020)
Ray Fields

Performers
Parkway Brass Quintet (see page 0)

Program Note

Sir Orangefire is the bravest knight in all of Orangevalia. He keeps
the kingdom safe by guarding the borders from dragons, who are
always looking to make away with its sheep, oranges, damsels, and
gold. In Mvt I: Battle, the knight faces the dragon Squeeaow, who is
trying to dam a river in the Northlands so he can control all the
farmlands there. Sir Orangefire defeats Squeeaow but is gravely
wounded. His tale of recovery, and march to the capitol continue in
Mvt II: Respite, and Mvt III: Return.
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Composer

Gavin Brown’s musical journey began with The Sting. He took up
piano so he could play the ragtime music of Scott Joplin from that
movie. He studied music at DePauw University and composition
with Panamanian composer Roque Cordero at Illinois State
University. His music draws from a number of influences from
classical to jazz to rock and pop.

Frida Kahlo’s Pallette [2018]
from Music’s Path: Songs from Irish Poets
Christine Thomas, mezzo soprano and Andrew Stewart, piano
Text by Nuala NÍ Chonochúir
Garth Baxter

as in English. I set this song and two others from the cycle in
Gaelic as well as in English

Composer

Garth Baxter is noted for his modern traditionalist style of writing.
This is a style that combines the traditions of form and clear
melodic writing with the use of contemporary approaches to
harmonies and other elements. Baxter’s works are published by
ALRY Publications, Columbia Music Company, Les Productions of
D’OZ, Doberman-YPPan, Guitar Chamber Music Press, Mel Bay
Publications and Theodore Presser. His music is featured on four
well received recordings with PARMA Records and Centaur
Records.

The Parade [ 2021]
Parkway Brass Quintet
Josh Levin

Performers
Mezzo - soprano Christine Thomas is equally at home in opera,
oratorio, cabaret and musical theater. Ms. Thomas has performed
with companies throughout the DC - Baltimore and Milwaukee Chicago areas. An advocate for contemporary American music as
a performer and as a teacher, Ms. Thomas has created roles in
five world premieres.

Performers
Parkway Brass Quintet (see page 1)

Program Note

Hailed as “a singer’s dream” by Gramophone Magazine, pianist
Andrew Stewart has performed across the United States and in
Italy. He is a longstanding accompanist for Maryland Opera and
Baltimore Musicales and is on the faculty of Goucher College.
More information including discography can be found at
andrewstewartpiano.com.

The Parade represents the Earth element. The piece is intended to
reflect a brass band in a parade as heard from the reviewing
stand. The band marches into the front of the stage, performs a
bit, and then marches away. The piece thus has a somewhat
palindromic structure.

Program Note

Josh Levin has been composing solo piano and chamber music
for over 20 years. Josh has been a BCF member since 2019 and a
Composers’ Society of Montgomery County member since 2008.
Josh’s work was first performed in 1985 when the Brandeis
University Concert Band performed his band arrangement of
Beethoven’s Symphony #5, movements 3 and 4. Josh’s past
3

This song uses descriptions that Frida Kahlo used herself to
describe how colors made her feel. The poet for this poem, Nuala
O’Connor (Nuala Ní Chonchúir), wrote this poem in Gaelic as well

Composer

musical activities included performing in the synagogue, rock
groups, concert and Dixieland bands, and pit orchestras). Josh’s
day job is quality and regulatory support for a Baltimore-area
medical device company. He also enjoys making beer and family
time.

Water [2021]
for iMac 2009 (Late), Sibelius 8.6.1, BBC Sound Files
Image courtesy of Videvo
George F. Spicka

Program Note

“Life As We Know It” (Mr. Spock), cannot exist without water.
Nothing lives in fire. Earth, without water is sand, grit, and dust. And
even without air, life exists at the bottoms of deep ocean trenches.
Through a combination of constrained evolving consonance and
dissonance, percussive predispositions, and electronic/sound
doodadery - Plus visual imaginative imaginings - I’ve attempted to
capture that very moment when IT happened.

Composer

Composer/Jazz Pianist George F Spicka has composed nearly 700
works. These cover a number of genres, the greatest being in New
Jazz and Modern Chamber works. He’s performed three times on
Maryland Public Television, three times at Artscape, five times at the
Free Fall Baltimore Festival, and at Light City Baltimore. He’s
appeared at the Kennedy Center, and has received two grants from
the Maryland State Arts Council.
georgefspicka-composer.weebly.com

Announcements
New releases from Chen Li Music!

As Before: The Solo Percussion Music of David Macbride performed
by Joseph Van Hassel is a wonderful survey of David Macbride's
percussion music. As quoted by Alex Ross of the New York Times,
"Macbride achieves a remarkable balance of technical rigor and free
spirited invention" while acknowledging that Macbride contributes "a
distinctive voice in American music."

At Seventy: The Percussion Music of Stuart Saunders Smith
A six disc retrospective disc set, is a comprehensive look at the vast
percussion repertoire composed by Stuart Saunders Smith. "This
beautifully produced, annotated, and recorded set challenges,
pacifies, and excites in equal measure. A major release." - Colin
Clarke, Fanfare, March/April, 2021.
www.chenlimusic.com
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Upcoming Performances

This event is supported in part by the Maryland State Arts Council
(msac.org)

String Theory 2021
October 23, 2021, 8:15pm

http://baltimorecomposersforum.com/concerts/string-the
ory-2021
Featuring Azimuth String Quartet, and Emily Tsai, oboe, and
works of Gavin Brown, Victor Frost, Harriet Katz, Josh Levin,
Jonathan Newmark, and Ariyo Shahry.

and by the National Endowment for the Arts (arts.gov).

Micro Brewed: Let’s Get Technical
December 4, 2021, 8:15pm

http://baltimorecomposersforum.com/concerts/lets-get-te
chnical

Featuring George Mason Percussion, Gregg Smith Singers, Lyric
Brass Quintet, Gavin Brown, piano, and works of Garth Baxter,
Gavin Brown, Jin-Hwa Choi, Victor Frost and Ian Rashkin.

BCF Mail List Sign-Up
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Media

Friends of the Micro-Brewed Virtual Mini Concert Series:

Web site: baltimorecomposersforum.com
Email: info@baltimorecomposersforum.com
facebook.com/baltimorecomposersforum

Dragan Jovanović
Production Manager
Beogradska Industrija Piva
(Belgrade Brewery, Serbia)
bip.co.rs/bip-pivo

twitter.com/baltocomposers
soundcloud.com/baltimorecomposersforum
YouTube: Baltimore Composers Forum
Store: https://www.cafepress.com/baltimorecomposers

Officers and Board Members

Ljiljana Becker, President
Gavin Brown, Treasurer, Webmaster
Garth Baxter, Board Member
Ariyo Shahry, Board Member
The Baltimore Composers Forum is a 501(c)[3] nonprofit organization;
all financial contributions are tax deductible.
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