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Formed in 2007, Azimuth String Quartet brings a wealth of
experience into all of its repertoire, breathing freshness into timeless
classics and challenging audiences with new music. Having
performed extensively throughout the state of Maryland, quartet has
also performed in Denver, Boston, and New York City. Former
ensemble in residence at the Carroll Community College, Azimuth is
committed to being accessible as artists and teachers to its
community, and strives to create moving performances by
highlighting the human spirit.
Canadian-born violinist, Nicholas Currie, is the Associate
Concertmaster of the Annapolis Symphony and Principle Second of
the Maryland Lyric Opera Orchestra. Mr. Currie is a graduate of the
Peabody Conservatory of Music in Baltimore, where he studied with
the late Berl Senofsky. Nicholas also studied under the late Bernard
Eichen, member of the Beaux Arts Quartet, at Illinois State University.
Nicholas has performed as a soloist with Concert Artists of
Baltimore, the Mid-Atlantic Symphony, and the Londontown
Symphony. His chamber music experiences include performances
with the former Mariner String Quartet, the Cueto Quartet, the Melos
Ensemble with Clarinetist Gervaise de Payer and the Principles of
Concert Artists Quartet. When Nicholas is not performing, he is often
teaching as an Adjunct Lecturer at McDaniel College, University of
Maryland Baltimore County and as a private instructor from his
home. He enjoys spending time with his wife and three children and
painting in his spare time.
James Tung, violinist, has performed as a soloist with the Frederick
Symphony Orchestra and held recitals at Mount St. Mary’s University,

Shippensburg University and Frederick Community College. A
founding member of the Azimuth String Quartet, he is also a frequent
collaborative artist with the faculty at McDaniel College, Gettysburg
College, and at Mount St. Mary’s University. Asst. Concertmaster of
the York Symphony, James was also the former Concertmaster of
the Frederick Symphony Orchestra, and has performed with the
Annapolis Symphony, Maryland Symphony and Gettysburg Chamber
Orchestra. He attended the Eastman School of Music in Rochester,
NY where he received a Bachelor's Degree in Violin Performance. He
is on faculty at Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, MD and
the music director at Urbana School for Strings. During his spare
time, James enjoys cooking for his family and dog.

Montgomery College (MD), and was Director of Instrumental Music
at the Waldorf School in Baltimore. He currently teaches Music
History at Carroll Community College and at Frederick Community
College. When not on stage, Adam can be found on board his 29-foot
sailboat , Mystique.

Alice Tung, violist, is a member of the Maryland Symphony and the
Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra. A founding member of the Azimuth
String Quartet, she is also a frequent collaborative artist with the
faculty at McDaniel College, Mount St. Mary’s University and
Frederick Community College. Former Principal Violist and Soloist at
the Frederick Symphony Orchestra, Alice also performs in orchestras
throughout the northeast region including Virginia's Alexandria
Symphony, Fairfax Symphony and Virginia Chamber Orchestra. She
received her Bachelor of Music in Viola Performance from the
Eastman School of Music and her Master of Music in Viola
Performance from the Peabody Conservatory. She is on faculty at
McDaniel College in Westminster, MD and co-music director of the
Urbana School for Strings. During her spare time, Alice enjoys
tending to her garden and caring for her daughter Cecilia.

Program Note

Cellist Adam Gonzalez, is a member of the Trio Giocoso and has
performed extensively with groups throughout Maryland and Virginia.
He is a graduate of Wheaton College (IL) and has an M.A. in cello
performance from Boston University (MA). His commercial recording
work has included music for the History Channel and National
Geographic. Adam has taught at Georgetown University (DC) and

Program
String Theory [2020]
Josh Levin

String Theory was the first piece that I wrote specifically for
performance at a Baltimore Composers Forum concert. The piece
was completed in 2020. String Theory is written in a style that I
currently favor that I call the “mini-suite”, i.e. a 5-10 minute piece of
music with multiple contrasting sections. The structure of the piece
is intended to be Baroque in style but utilizing classical, Romantic
and contemporary harmonies. The first “movement” of the mini-suite
is based on a canon that starts with the cello part – the canon
undergoes a couple of transformations with an intermediate bridge
section. The second “movement” is a lyrical bridge between the two
outer movements. The third “movement” is based on a simple,
traditional fugal theme in 6/8 where the instruments enter at the
interval of a measure and later in the section, at a half-measure
interval leading to some interesting effects before the piece wraps
up.

Composer

Josh Levin has been composing solo piano and classical music for
over 20 years.. Josh has been a member of BCF since 2019. For the
past 12 years Josh has been a member of the Composers’ Society of
Montgomery County and is currently the organization’s Executive
Director. The first performance of Josh’s work was in 1985 when the
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Brandeis University Concert Band performed Josh’s concert band
arrangement of Beethoven’s Symphony #5, movements 3 and 4.
Josh’s other musical activities have included performing as a piano
or clarinetist at the synagogue, in various rock groups, concert bands,
Dixieland bands, and orchestras (including pit orchestras). Josh’s day
job is directing quality assurance and regulatory affairs activities for
a small medical device company. He also does some regulatory
consulting on the side when he isn’t composing music, making beer,
or doing things with family.

In My Mother’s Garden [2019]
in loving memory of Rosalyn Katz
1. Snow and First Crocuses
2. Tulips
Harriet Katz

Program Note

In My Mother’s Garden for string quartet in two movements
My mother planted bulbs along the narrow strip of earth between our
house and the driveway. As a child I was fascinated by the crocuses
that would poke up through the snow and bloom, and keep blooming
even when fresh snow fell on them. I was also fascinated by the pure
colors, perfect shape, and velvet feel of the tulips that flowered later
in the spring. I love remembering my mother gardening. I love
remembering my mother, period.

Composer

Growing up in New York, Harriet Katz (b. 1944) started cello at 9.
She has played ever since, but didn't make music her career till later
in life. An English major (Harvard-Radcliffe '66), she then spent most
of her life in Los Angeles. In the early '70s she wrote and edited
American Civil Liberties Union publications. Gov. Jerry Brown
appointed her in 1976 as a public (non-lawyer) member of the State
Bar of California's governing body. She started playing professionally
in the '90s, teaching cello and founding Ladies Choice String Quartet,

which performed at more than 1800 events over the years, including
Oprah’s 50th birthday party. She started composing in 2006, in the
wake of the death of her husband, jazz musician and artist Joel
O'Brien (www.joel-bishop-o'brien.com) Her opera Ruth and Naomi, an
exploration of love and grief, was presented concert-version by Los
Angeles' University Synagogue in 2011. Harriet retired from Ladies
Choice in 2012 and moved back east to be closer to family. She lives
in Pikesville MD, and plays in community orchestras and ensembles.
In 2019 the Baltimore Philharmonia Orchestra performed her piece
PTSD. www.harrietkatzmusic.com

Tom Dooley Without the Fringe On Top [2015]
Jonathan Newmark

Program Note

Tom Dooley Without the Fringe On Top for string quartet was written
as a speedwriting exercise at the Charlotte New Music Festival in
2015, and premiered there by the Beo Quartet. It appears on a CD
released in 2019 by the Altius Quartet. The title comes from the
coincidence that the main melody shares a rhythmic pattern with
Richard Rodgers's "Surrey With the Fringe On Top" from the musical
"Oklahoma!". The assignment from Charlotte included the request to
use one of three North Carolina folk songs, so I had the cello enter
towards the end, singing Hang Down Your Head, Tom Dooley, as if
drunk.

Composer

Composer, pianist, violist, and conductor Jonathan Newmark, born
1953 in New York City, earned his MM in composition from University
of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music in 2015. Teachers have
included Joel Hoffman, Douglas Knehans, and Michael Fiday at CCM,
as well as Jonathan Kolm, Gloria Wilson Swisher, and James McVoy.
He has participated at the Chamber Music Conference at Bennington,
VT since 1981, working with composers including Donald Crockett,
Allen Shawn, Martin Bresnick, Daniel Godfrey, Kurt Rohde, Paul
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Moravec, Chen Yi, Pierre Jalbert, Jesse Jones, and Ted Hearne. His
works have been performed by The Westerlies Quartet, Sybarite5,
Yarn/Wire, Great Noise Ensemble, Wet Ink Ensemble, Beo Quartet,
Apple Orange Pair, and Trinity Chamber Orchestra. His String Trio
co-won the Southeastern Composers Competition at Old Dominion
University in 2000; his bass clarinet trio won the Juventas New Music
score competition at the Boston New Music Festival in 2017. A CD
of four chamber works was released in 2009 on Music Unlimited.
His 2014 piano sonata appears on a new CD by British pianist Martin
Jones. His works are published by TrevCo Varner and BrassArts. A
1974 graduate of Harvard College, he earned his MD from Columbia
University College of Physicians and Surgeons in 1978. He is a
board-certified neurologist, full professor of neurology at the
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, retired Colonel
in the US Army Medical Corps, former Chemical Casualty Care
Consultant to the Army Surgeon General, and one of the nation’s
leading authorities on medical response to chemical warfare and
terrorism. He lives in Burke, Virginia.

Sonitus [2012]
Ariyo Shahry

Composer

As an active composer and arranger, Ariyo Shahry explores the
connections of the past, present, and future, specifically with
inspiration from the natural world, poetry, and visual art. He
incorporates music with a vast spectrum of acoustic and electronic
musical styles into a variety of settings. As a member of the
Baltimore Composers Forum, he works with many of the area's finest
musicians. Mr. Shahry has received a Masters of Science degree in
Information and Communications Technology from University of
Denver and two Bachelor of Music degrees for composition and

French Horn Performance from the Peabody Conservatory of the
Johns Hopkins University. Mr. Shahry has studied composition with
Michael Hersch and Keith Kramer and French horn with Javid
Madjlessi and Philip Munds.

Flower Suite [2018]
1. Bud
2. Blossom
3. Seed
Gavin Brown

Program Note

Featuring the life-cycle of a flower, the Flower Suite begins with Bud,
when life awakens from the slumber of winter. It continues with
Blossom, a celebration of the most beautiful time in a flower's life. As
summer ends, the flower goes to Seed, laying the groundwork for the
next season.

Composer

Composer Gavin Brown has been at it since 1980. Writing music for
solo piano and small ensembles, he has a style that shows its roots
in ragtime, classical, and jazz idioms. He studied composition at
Depauw University and with Panamanian composer Roque Cordero
at Illinois State University.
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Announcements
New releases from Chen Li Music!

Upcoming Performances

Micro Brewed: Let’s Get Technical
December 4, 2021, 8:15pm

As Before: The Solo Percussion Music of David Macbride performed
by Joseph Van Hassel is a wonderful survey of David Macbride's
percussion music. As quoted by Alex Ross of the New York Times,
"Macbride achieves a remarkable balance of technical rigor and free
spirited invention" while acknowledging that Macbride contributes "a
distinctive voice in American music."

http://baltimorecomposersforum.com/concerts/lets-get-te
chnical
Featuring George Mason Percussion, Lyric Brass Quintet, Gavin
Brown, piano, and works of Garth Baxter, Gavin Brown, Jin-Hwa
Choi, Ray Fields, Jonathan Newmark and Ian Rashkin.

Micro Brewed: I Want To be Left Alone
March 5, 2022, 8:15pm

At Seventy: The Percussion Music of Stuart Saunders Smith
A six disc retrospective disc set, is a comprehensive look at the vast
percussion repertoire composed by Stuart Saunders Smith. "This
beautifully produced, annotated, and recorded set challenges,
pacifies, and excites in equal measure. A major release." - Colin
Clarke, Fanfare, March/April, 2021.
www.chenlimusic.com

http://baltimorecomposersforum.com/concerts/iwant-to-be-left-alone

Featuring Kimia Hesabi, viola, Candice Mowbray, guitar, George
F. Spicka, piano and works of Ljiljana Jovanović, Harriet Katz,
Amit Kumar, Janice Macaulay and George F. Spicka.

BCF Mail List Sign-Up
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This event is supported in part by the Maryland State Arts
Council (msac.org)

Media

Web site: baltimorecomposersforum.com
Email: info@baltimorecomposersforum.com
facebook.com/baltimorecomposersforum
twitter.com/baltocomposers
soundcloud.com/baltimorecomposersforum

and by the National Endowment for the Arts (arts.gov).

YouTube: Baltimore Composers Forum
Store: https://www.cafepress.com/baltimorecomposers

Officers and Board Members
Ljiljana Becker, President
Gavin Brown, Treasurer, Webmaster
Garth Baxter, Board Member
Ariyo Shahry, Board Member

The Baltimore Composers Forum is a 501(c)[3] nonprofit organization;
all financial contributions are tax deductible.
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